Little Farm friends Campfire/Bonfire Safety 
Use of Fires Risk Assessment Risk assessment: Using fire with the children Location: Little farm friends worcester 
Name: Kat McAllister 
Date: September 2024
Review: September 2025 
Benefit statement: Children develop self-confidence, self-esteem, gross motor and fine motor skills, language and communication skills. They learn about judging risks, being part of a community, and develop positive attitudes to learning. 
	Hazard 
	Harm
	People at risk
	Probability 
	severity
	Rating 
	Measures Taken
	Responsible 

	Touching hot fire /embers/sticks 
	Minor burns 
	Children
	1
	4
	4
	● Leader oversees guarding the fire.
 ● Leader & Additional helper to supervise the children, Parents also must stay with their child 
. ● Training of children beforehand/ rules given to children 
● A clear fire circle and children learn to respect it.
Smaller groups of children around the fire no more than 8 at a time. 
	Leader 
Kat McAllister 
& 
Childs named carer and parent for their supervision

	Tripping or falling near fire line 
	Burns / Injury/ cuts 
	Children 
	1
	5
	5
	● Fire areas are surrounded by individual seating at least 1.5 metres from the fire pit.
 ● Children must be always supervised whilst around the campfire and the fire should never be left unattended. 
● When accessing or moving around the campfire, children must walk around the outside of the seating circle, then remain sitting whilst they are around the fire.
● No loose, flapping clothing
 ● Long hair should be tied back – children and adults 
● Children are not permitted to throw anything onto the fire. 
● Fires kept small – no tall flames.
 ● If sessions involve children adding fuel (wood) to or toasting things on the fire, this must be done with one-to-one adult supervision.
 ● Fire leader on duty always 
● A bucket of water nearby 
● Fire extinguished with water afterwards.
	 Kat McAllister 

& Parent/carers of children 

	Floating embers/ ash in eyes 
	Damage injury to eyes 
	Children or adults 
	1
	4
	4
	· No fires in strong winds 
· If embers start to fly around become uncontrollable fire must be distinguished and children moved away immediately 
· First aid kit kept on leader at all times 
	Kat McAllister 

	Smoke in eyes 
	Sore eyes 
	Children 
Adults 
	2
	2
	4
	· Fires not lit in high winds 
· ● Keep 1st aid kit on hand at all times
·  ● Supervising staff to note direction of smoke and end the activity if is drifting at the children or if any child complains of sore eyes. 
· Remove children/child from circle and finish activity if not able to complete with them 
· Move children a further distance away from fire 
	Kat McAllister 

	Fire spreading to surroundings – e.g. a building, trees or dry wood/sticks
	Serious burns Damage to property/ woods
	All
	1
	5
	5
	● Fires only lit in fire bowls 
● Fires sited a good distance (>5m) away from any buildings, property or material that could burn.
 ● Wood supply kept well away (>2m) from the fire.
 ● Fires kept small – no tall flames 
● Check wider surroundings for any highly flammable materials
No fires in high winds 
	Kat McAllister Leader of session 


	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	


	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	








risk assessment for a children’s play group is essential to ensure everyone’s safety. 
Hazards and Risks
1. Fire Hazards
· Burns and Scalds: Ensure children are supervised at all times. Keep a safe distance from the fire.
· Out of Control Fire: Build a small, manageable fire. Have water, sand, or a fire extinguisher nearby.
2. Trip and Fall Hazards
· Uneven Ground: Clear the area of debris and ensure the ground is even.
· Obstacles: Keep the area around the campfire free of equipment and other obstacles.
3. Handling Wood and Tools
· Splinters and Cuts: Use gloves when handling wood. Only adults should handle cutting tools.
· Heavy Lifting: Ensure proper lifting techniques are used to avoid injuries.
4. Weather Conditions
· Wind: Check the weather forecast. Avoid lighting a fire in strong winds.
· Rain: Have a plan to extinguish the fire quickly if it starts to rain.
Control Measures
1. Supervision
· Always have a responsible adult supervising the children.
· Ensure a first aid kit is readily available and that supervisors are trained in first aid.
2. Safety Equipment
· Fire extinguishers, buckets of water, and fire blankets should be on hand.
· Use fire-resistant gloves and tools.
3. Fire Management
· Build the fire in a designated pit or circle.
· Use only appropriate materials for the fire (no accelerants or rubbish).
4. Emergency Procedures
· Have a clear evacuation plan.
· Ensure all participants know what to do in case of an emergency.
5. Education
· Teach children about fire safety before starting the activity.
· Explain the importance of staying calm and following instructions.
Review and Monitoring
· Regularly review the risk assessment and update it as necessary.
· Monitor the activity continuously to ensure all safety measures are being followed.

